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LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, BOOTLE
ON  19 JUNE 2017

PRESENT: Councillor John Kelly (in the Chair)
Councillor Bradshaw (Vice-Chair)

Councillors Jo Barton, Bliss, Burns, Dams, Dodd, 
Friel, Gannon, Keith, McGinnity, Page, Preece, 
Anne Thompson and Marianne Welsh

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

No apologies for absence were received.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interest were received.

3. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 March 2017 be confirmed as a 
correct record.

4. MINUTES SILENCE FOR RECENT TERROR ATTACKS IN 
LONDON AND MANCHESTER AND GRENFELL TOWER FIRE 
DISASTER 

The Chair made reference to the fire at Grenfell Tower, London and the 
recent terror attacks in Manchester and London, expressed sympathy and 
condolences to the families and friends of all of those killed and wished a 
speedy recovery to all those injured.

All stood for a minutes silence as a mark of respect.

5. WELCOME TO COUNCILLOR DAMS AND COUNCILLOR PAGE 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Meeting, in particular Councillor 
Dams and Councillor Page, as new Members of the Licensing and 
Regulatory Committee.
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6. PETITION AGAINST THE PROPOSED PUBLIC SPACE 
PROTECTION ORDER - DOG CONTROL 

The Committee considered a petition presented by Mrs Lyn Hilton, signed 
by 4,562 people, in respect of the proposed Public Space Protection Order 
– Dog Control, indicating that:

‘The Council is seeking powers that will enable it to stop dogs from being 
exercised off lead in public places including parks, woodlands, sand dunes 
and beaches. We do not want them to do this!’

RESOLVED: That

(1) Mrs Hilton be thanked for her presentation; and

(2) the issues raised by the petition be taken into account during 
determination of the decision on the report on the proposed 
Public Space Protection Order – Dog Control; 

7. PROPOSED PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER-DOG 
CONTROL 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance on the draft Public Space Protection Order – Dog Control, 
under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.

The report provided an overview of the public consultation on proposed 
additional dog control measures through a proposed Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO).

Mr Robert Monks, Principal Environmental Health Officer, presented the 
report and answered questions thereon. 

Mr Monks also highlighted the following two errors in the report:

Agenda Page 24 –
Proposal relating to – ‘All public roads and footways’

States:
‘Would you like to see the introduction of a new control under the public 
space protection order to prohibit a dog entering the following areas?

To be amended to:
‘Would you like to see the introduction of a new control under the public 
space protection order to keep a dog on a lead in the following areas’?

Agenda Page 26 – 
Proposal relating to ‘The grounds of cemeteries and crematoria’
States:
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‘Would you like to see the introduction of a new control under the public 
space protection order to prohibit a dog entering the following areas?

To be amended to:
‘Would you like to see the introduction of a new control under the public 
space protection order to keep a dog on a lead in the following areas’?

RESOLVED: 

That subject to amendments being made to the report as indicated above, 
the revised report be submitted to Full Council for approval as follows:

(1) The Public Space Protection Order (PSPO)  Dog Control be 
implemented as follows:

(i) continue with the offence of not removing dog’s fouling 
forthwith;

(ii) restrict the number of dogs that can be walked by one person 
to a maximum of 6;

(iii) prohibit dogs from entering enclosed playgrounds;

(iv) prohibit dogs from entering marked or fenced sports pitches 
during specified periods;

(v) dogs to be kept on a lead within defined picnic sites and 
family areas;

(vi) dogs to be kept on a lead within all public roads and 
footways;

(vii) dogs to be kept on a lead within all cemeteries and 
crematoria;

(viii) dogs to be placed on a lead when directed by an authorised 
officer, to prevent a nuisance or behaviour likely to cause 
annoyance or disturbance to the public;  

(2) the following restrictions/requirements will not be included within 
the proposal:

(i) prohibiting dogs from open playgrounds;

(ii) dogs to be kept on leads in designated wildlife areas;

(iii) dogs to be kept on leads in designated nature reserves;

(iv) prohibiting dogs from designated beach areas – “dog free 
zones” (except for existing Dog Free Zones under current 
bylaws);
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(v) dogs to be kept on leads within fenced conservation areas 
when livestock are present;

(vi) persons in charge of a dog to have a receptacle with them to 
remove dog fouling; and

(3) Officers be commended for the high levels of public engagement 
undertaken through a range of consultation channels in preparing 
the Public Space Protection Order – Dog Control.

8. PETITION RECEIVED AGAINST THE PROPOSAL TO REMOVE 
THE KNOWLEDGE TEST REQUIREMENT FOR PRIVATE HIRE 
DRIVERS 

The Committee considered a petition presented by Mr Richard Jarman 
(South Sefton Hackney Carriage Association), with 33 signatures, relating 
to Agenda Item 10 – Knowledge Test, indicating that:

‘(1) We wish the SMBC Knowledge Test for PHV/Taxi Drivers to be 
retained.

(2)  We wish that the ‘predominant use’ provisions introduced by Knowsley 
MBC be adopted.’

The Committee did not have any questions on Mr Jarman’s presentation.

RESOLVED: That

(1) Mr Jarman be thanked for his presentation; and

(2) the issues raised by the petition be taken into account during 
determination of the decision on the report on the Knowledge 
Test.

9. PETITION RECEIVED IN SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSAL TO 
REMOVE THE KNOWLEDGE TEST REQUIREMENT FOR 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS 

The Committee considered a petition with 26 signatures submitted by Mr 
Joseph Johnson: 

‘……to support the proposal to remove the Knowledge Test requirement 
for private hire drivers’.

Mr Johnson presented the petition and answered questions thereon.

RESOLVED: That
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(1) Mr Johnson be thanked for his presentation; and

(2) the issues raised by the petition be taken into account during 
determination of the decision on the report on the Knowledge 
Test.

10. HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ 
KNOWLEDGE TEST 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance on the Council’s position in respect of the current Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Drivers’ Knowledge Test. 

RESOLVED: That

(1) the requirement for Private Hire Drivers to undertake a 
topographical Knowledge Test as part of the Licensing process be 
removed;

(2) Private Hire Drivers and Hackney Carriage Drivers be required to 
undertake a test relating to the conditions that apply to a licence 
prevailing at the time of their application; and 

(3) the new testing arrangements indicated in (1) and (2) above to 
commence on 1 July 2017.

11. LOCAL LICENSING: PERFORMANCE REPORT 2016/17 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance which reported on progress against the 2016/17 Local 
Licensing Service Plan.

RESOLVED: That

(1) the report be noted; and

(2) future reports be submitted for consideration by the Licensing and 
Regulatory Committee on an annual basis.

12. CERTAIN CHANGES MADE TO THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
FROM 6 APRIL 2017 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance advising of certain changes made to the Licensing Act 2003 
by the Policing and Crime Act 2017 and the Immigration Act 2016 which 
came into effect from 6 April 2017.
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RESOLVED: 

That the report be noted.

13. DETERMINATIONS MADE UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
AND THE GAMBLING ACT 2005: PERIOD COVERING 24 
FEBRUARY 2017 TO 26 MAY 2017 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance updating on applications made under the Licensing Act, 2003 
and the Gambling Act 2005, which had been determined by Licensing 
Officers. 

The report indicated that Sefton Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 
(issued under the Licensing Act 2003) and the Statement of Gambling 
Policy (issued under the Gambling Act 2005), both followed the 
recommended delegation of functions contained within the Guidance 
issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Guidance 
issued under Section 25 of the Gambling Act 2005 and that where there 
were no relevant representations to applications, then these matters would 
be dealt with by Officers in order to speed matters through the system. 
The Guidance also recommended that where powers had been delegated, 
the Committee would receive regular reports on decisions made by 
Officers in order to maintain an overview of the general licensing situation.
 
The report indicated that during the period 24 February 2017 to 26 May 
2017 the Head of Regulation and Compliance had received and 
determined the following numbers of applications: 

Under the Licensing Act 2003:

 91 Applications made under Premise Licences
 51 Applications made under Personal Licences   
 90 Notifications of Temporary Event Notices
 37 Notifications of Late Temporary Event Notices   

Under the Gambling Act 2005:

 3  Applications made under Licensed Premises Gaming Permits
 1  Notification given for Licensed Premises Automatic Gaming

Details of the determinations were indicated in annexes 1 and 2 of the 
report.
 
RESOLVED: 

That the report and the fact that further update reports would be submitted 
as necessary be noted.
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14. TAXI LICENSING: PERFORMANCE REPORT 2016/17 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance which detailed the progress against the 2016/17 Taxi 
Licensing Service Plan.

RESOLVED:  That

(1) the report be noted; and

(2) similar reports be submitted to the Licensing and Regulatory 
Committee on an annual basis.

15. MEMBER TRAINING SESSION ON LICENSING AND GAMBLING 
LEGISLATION 

RESOLVED: 

That the annual Member Training Session on Licensing and Gambling 
Legislation be held at Bootle Town Hall on the following 2 dates: 

 Thursday 29 June at 10.00 a.m., and
 Tuesday 4 July at 10.00 a.m. 

 


